THE   BACKGROUND	II
of the racial characteristics of those old Iberians. To any-
body who has read what exists of their history, and noted
their temperament, it would appear to be fairly obvious
that they have transmitted to most Spaniards of our own
acquaintance the characteristics noted by Strabo and Livy.
Do we not find scattered about Spain men and women who
are restless, rebellious, dignified, and with a very apparent
nobility in their manner, combined with a religious feeling
which shows itself vividly in Church and bull-ring ?
It is a mistake to imagine on the one hand that the
Romans did not leave their mark, as it is also a profound
and very common mistake to imagine that the Spaniards
are a Latin " race. Nothing is more foolish than the
statement to be found in nine books out often about Spain
—to the effect that the Spaniards are " Latins/' Before the
Romans finally incorporated Spain in the Roman Empire
there were nearly two hundred years of bloody warfare,
in which Iberian courage stood like granite against the
highly organized legions of the Romans. When the last
battle was won, the Iberian race, though exhausted, re-
mained firmly on the soil. They accepted many of the
customs and usages of the conquerors, but one of them
never : the Roman idea of discipline and team-work.
Iberian individualism remained. It is all very well to
recognize that the Iberians took advantage of such external
matters as roads, coinage, methods of building and con-
ducting business. The acceptance of such customs does not
necessarily change the basic nature of a race. Possibly the
Romans absorbed from the Iberians as much as the Iberians
got from the Romans. Many Spaniards, if we may now
call them by this name, became extremely influential
Romans : we have only to think of the Spanish-born
Trajan, Marcus Aurelius, the Emperor Theodosius, Seneca,

